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  Gathering  
 

OPENING HYMN 81 - Arise and Shine in Splendor 

 

 

Order of Service for  

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
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INVOCATION 

 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

People and realms of ev’ry tongue 

Praise his great love with sweetest song, 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on his name. 

 

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Worship and honor to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach 

with authority.  Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good 

news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

 

 


  The Word  
 

 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 9:1-4 

Isaiah prophesies that the Christ would come with the light of the Gospel to Galilee of 

the Gentiles. 
 

ISAIAH 9:1
 Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LORD 

called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. 
2
 He made my mouth like a 

sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and 

concealed me in his quiver.  
 
3
 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”  

 
4
 But I said, “I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.”  

 
 

 

PSALM      Psalm 27 
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Refrain Tune: David Haas. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 
Hear my voice when I | call, O LORD;* 

 be merciful to me and | answer me. 

 

Do not hide your | face from me,* 

 do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my | helper. 

 

Do not reject me or for | sake me,* 

 O God my | Savior.   Refrain 

 

Though my father and mother for | sake me,* 

 the LORD will re | ceive me. 

 

I am still confi | dent of this:* 

 I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the | living. 

 

Wait | for the LORD;* 

 be strong and take heart and wait | for the LORD. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  Refrain 

 

 
SECOND LESSON   1 Corinthians 1:10-17 

Paul’s ministry focus was on preaching Christ – the great unifier of God’s people. 
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1 CORINTIANS 1:10

I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be 

perfectly united in mind and thought. 
11

My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed 

me that there are quarrels among you. 
12

What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; 
another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  

 
13

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 
14

I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
15

so no one can say 
that you were baptized into my name. 

16
(Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond 

that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 
17

For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 

preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 

power. 

 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, abr., alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79  

REGENTS SQUARE (87 87 87) CW 80, Refrain only.  Text, Tune: Public Domain 

  
 

 
GOSPEL   Matthew 4:12-23 
Matthew reveals how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy in his description of Jesus’ day to 

day ministry. 
 

MATTHEW 4:12
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 

13
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of 

Zebulun and Naphtali— 
14

to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:  
 
15

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,  

      the way to the sea, along the Jordan,  

      Galilee of the Gentiles—  

 
16

the people living in darkness  
      have seen a great light;  

   on those living in the land of the shadow of death  

      a light has dawned.” 
 
17

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

 

 
18

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter 
and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 

19
“Come, 
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follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20

At once they left their nets and 

followed him.  
 
21

Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 
22

and 

immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 
23

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

  

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 577 - Rise, O Light of Gentile Nations 
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  Sermon  
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Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Jesus’ Light Shatters the Darkness 

 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                     The Apostles’ Creed 

 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 
FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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In the light of Christ and with an increase in joy, let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His Church 

and all people according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 

 

That the light of Christ may continue to shine among us through the joyful preaching of the 
Gospel, and that His light may shine where the darkness of unbelief still holds people captive to 

sin and its death, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
That this congregation may be strengthened by the preaching of the Gospel and the faithful 

administration of the Sacraments, and that God may bless those who hear and confirm them in 

His holy faith and fear all their days, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

That every Christian may learn God’s Word and teach the faith to family and children, and that 

each may be bold in telling the Good News of Jesus Christ to all those within their acquaintance 

and care, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

That the nations may enjoy peace; that we may know the gift of good and faithful leaders in our 

land; and that justice may be served in every place, for the good of every people and for the 
protection of the unborn and the weak, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the Lord may give healing, comfort and peace to the sick in their afflictions, to the troubled 
in mind, to the grieving in their loss, and to the dying [especially ___________]. And that they 

may know the comfort of His presence and be sustained in every trial, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
That the lonely may find welcome and consolation within the fellowship of God’s people, and 

that those who sorrow may not despair but find hope in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 
 

That we may offer the Lord the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving with our lips and lives, along 

with the tithes and offerings of our hands, in gratitude for all His saving work and blessings, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Everlasting Father, You are the source of all life, and every good gift comes from You. Help us to 

honor Your gift of life, from conception to its natural end. Help us to guard those most in danger 
and to resist the forces that would cheapen life or rob it of the dignity You have placed upon it by 

giving Your only Son to redeem us, lost and condemned sinners. Hear us, we pray, on behalf of 

Him who gave His life for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SERMON HYMN 86 - The Only Son from Heaven 
 

  
  Sending  
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PRAYER 

 
M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN 732 - We Are Singing, for the Lord is Our Light 

 



- 13 - 

 



- 14 - 

 
 

 

 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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THE SEASON AFTER “THE EPIPHANY” 

The season of the church year marked “After the Epiphany” is a time of revelation.  “The 

Epiphany” isn’t a season, per se, but a one day event, traditionally celebrated on January 6
th
 (the 

final of the Twelve Days of Christmas).  It marks the visit of the Wisemen to Jesus in Bethlehem, 
in this way revealing for the first time that Jesus was born for the world, both Jew and Gentile 

(the Wisemen were non-Jews or Gentiles).   

 
The Sundays after the Epiphany continue to explore the theme of “revelation”.  For example, on 

the First Sunday after the Epiphany the congregation hears the Gospel lesson concerning Jesus’ 

baptism, the event which revealed Jesus as the Christ or Anointed One.  Subsequent Sundays 

make known the mission of Jesus through his messages or through his miracles. 
 

Each of the three years of the Church Year cycle emphasizes one of the synoptic Gospels 

(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) with readings from John interspersed throughout each of the years.   
The Church Year 2019/2020 follows the readings appointed for Year A (confer Christian 

Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, page 163) with Gospel lessons predominantly from Matthew.   

 

 
OUR WORSHIP SERIES: “NOW APPEARING…” 

During our worship in this season after the Epiphany we will focus on the theme, “Now 

Appearing…!” Just like a movie marquee whets the cinematic appetite with the words “Now 

Appearing!”, so we anticipate finding out more and more during the Sundays after the Epiphany 
about who Jesus is and why the Son of God came to earth in the first place. 

 

 
OUR THEME FOR TODAY:  

“NOW APPEARING…” THE LIGHT 

The metaphors of “dark” and “light” figure prominently in the Scriptures.   

 

“Darkness” is the cover under which human beings engage in blatant sin.  “Darkness” is the 
ignorance of not knowing God’s goodness or grace.  “Darkness” describes the life we live in this 

world, engulfed in sin and sin’s consequences. 

 
“Light”, on the other hand, exposes sin.  “Light” is the joy of knowing God’s grace and goodness.  

“Light” describes the place where God lives, where everything is perfect and good. 

 

Sin has so thoroughly clouded our spiritual vision that we wouldn’t know the depths of our 
darkness or the brilliance of God’s light, except that Jesus came from heaven to earth in order to 

shine the light of God’s grace on us, in this way also scattering our darkness.  Jesus once called 

himself the “Light of the world” – and today we meditate on the significance of that name. 
 


