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March 9, 2020 
 
Dear Calvary School Family, 
 

As evidenced by the news and by shopping in Dallas area stores, there is concern about COVID-19 in our 
area. If you are in the workforce, your company may already be developing contingency plans should 
COVID-19 become an issue in our area, and the CDC continues to update and advise schools throughout 
the nation.  
 

We are continuing to review communications from the CDC as well as from RISD Health Services which is 
in regular contact with Dallas County Health and Human Services. At this time, the threat in our area 
remains low, but we continue to instruct children in good hygiene practices that will help minimize 
contraction of the flu and all respiratory illness. In addition, we continue to sanitize common touchpoints 
at school. We encourage you to continue to remind your children of the importance of the following: 
 

1. Everyone 6 months and older is encouraged to get a flu shot.  
2. Encourage your children to wash their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.  
3. Encourage your children to avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 

hands.  
4. Direct your children not to share personal items such as drinks, food, or utensils. 
5. Direct your children to cover their coughs and sneezes with tissues and to cover up their 

coughs or sneezes using their elbow, arm, or sleeve instead of their hands, when a tissue is 
unavailable. 

6. Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  
7. Keep children at  home when they are sick. Keeping a sick child at home prevents the spread 

of illness and allows the child an opportunity to rest and recover.  
8. Keep sick children at home for at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever without 

using fever-reducing medication. 
 

There are no school closures planned in Texas at this time, and any school closures in the future would be 
determined by the local, state, and national health authorities in conjunction with recommendations from 
the CDC, or in response to a case of COVID-19 at a school. In areas of the world where schools have been 
closed, it has been primarily due to schools being a common point of contact between children and 
families. We are weighing means to remotely continue education and serve families should there come a 
time when schools are asked to close.  
 
Our faculty and staff are aware of the symptoms of COVID-19. If a child or faculty/staff member shows 
these symptoms, which are also common symptoms of flu and other respiratory illnesses, the child or 
adult will be removed from the general student population until a parent can pick up the child or the adult 
is able to go home. If we see a spike in respiratory illnesses at school, we will alert local health authorities.  
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Here again are links to information about COVID-19 from local, state, national health organizations as 
provided by RISD:  
 

•  Dallas County Health and Human Services  
https://www.dallascounty.org/departments/dchhs/2019-novel-coronavirus.php  

 

•  Texas Department of State Health Services  
https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/  

 

•  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html  

 
So far, the Lord has blessed us with a low incidence of flu or other respiratory illness, and we pray that he 
will continue to do so. We will continue to look ahead with prudent planning and trust in God.  
 

So do not fear, for I am with you;  
    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; 
    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Isaiah 41:10  
 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Mr. Jim Henrickson, Principal 
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