
 

March 17, 2020 
 
Dear Members of Calvary, 
 
In Luke’s version of Jesus’ Sermon about the End Times, Jesus is quoted as saying, “There will be great 
earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.” (Luke 
21:11).  The recent outbreak of the COVID-19 pestilence reminds us of Jesus’ words and sets our minds to 
thinking about the return of our Lord Jesus and our readiness for his return.  Outwardly, our concern is for the 
physical and spiritual well-being of our neighbors.  Inwardly, we repent of our sins and cling to God’s forgiveness 
given to us in Jesus.  But rather than be afraid of either the spreading virus or the coming end of times, we listen 
to Jesus’ conclusion to his sermon, “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
On Tuesday evening, March 17, the Core Elders of Calvary met, together with other Calvary leadership, to 
discuss Calvary's response to the prohibitions placed on public gatherings within Dallas County per the order 
from Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins.  
 
After a good discussion... and not without heavy hearts, the elders agreed to suspend onsite gathering for 
worship for this Wednesday evening (Lenten worship) and this coming weekend (Saturday and Sunday 
worship).  However, in lieu of gathering on site, Calvary will offer LiveStream worship on our website both on 
Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. and on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. and rebroadcast at 11:00 a.m. with Bible Class at 
9:30 a.m.   
 
The core elders agreed to meet again on Monday evening, March 23, to assess the situation for the week to 
come. 
 
For LiveStream: https://calvarydallas.org/church/resources/live-stream/ 
 
For updates concerning Calvary’s response to COVID-19: https://calvarydallas.org/covid-19-updates/ 
 
 
We know that the present circumstance may impact both lives and livelihoods.  As a result, we urge members to 
communicate their needs to their elder or to pastor so that we can bear one another’s burdens.  In addition, for 
those in a position to be of assistance, we encourage you to consider giving to Calvary’s Good Samaritan Fund as 
our primary means of helping with financial assistance. 
 
In the midst of uncertain times, we are comforted by the certainty of God's care and compassion expressed to 
us in his Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.  “Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pr. Koelpin 
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