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  Gathering  


OPENING HYMN             391 - God Loved the World So that He Gave 

 

 

Order of Service for  

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
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INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Congregation    Amen. 

 

M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

M Let us pray.  Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because 

it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C   Amen. 
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  The Word  
 

FIRST LESSON            Ezekiel 33:7-11 
As faithful watchmen, God’s called servants are to warn the wicked and to comfort the afflicted. 

 
EZEKIEL 33:7

 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word 

I speak and give them warning from me. 
8 
When I say to the wicked, `O wicked man, you will 

surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for 

his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. 
9 
But if you do warn the wicked man to turn 

from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself. 

 

    
10

 “Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and 

sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?” ’
11

 Say to 

them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why 

will you die, O house of Israel?’ 

 

 

PSALM Psalm 51a, Just As I Am (vs. 5,6, CW 397) 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871. 

 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,  Just as I am; thy love unknown 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;  Has broken ev’ry barrier down. 

Because thy promise I believe,  Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON         Romans 13:1-10 
As faithful watchmen, living not only within the church but also within the world,  

we are living examples of obedience and love. 
ROMANS 13:1

 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 

by God. 
2
 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 
3 
For rulers hold no terror for 

those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
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authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.
 4
 For he is God’s servant to do you 

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s 

servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5 
Therefore, it is necessary to 

submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 

 

    
6
 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full 

time to governing. 
7
 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

 

   
 8
 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he 

who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 
9
 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” 

“Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may 

be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10

 Love does no harm to its 

neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 18:15-20 
As faithful watchmen, we want to win back the erring brothers and sisters. 

 
MATTHEW 18:15

 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the 

two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 
16

 But if he will not listen, take 

one or two others along, so that `every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses.’ 
17

 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to 

the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

 

   
 18

 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

 

    
19

 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be 

done for you by my Father in heaven. 
20 

For where two or three come together in my name, there 

am I with them.” 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          The Nicene Creed 
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C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     492 – Son of God, Eternal Savior 
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  Sermon  
Romans 13:8-10 

 

We Owe Our Neighbor the Debt of Love 
1. It is a great debt 

2. It is a sweet debt





  Praise and Prayers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord and offer to Him the petitions of a people confident of His 

promise to hear and answer us with mercy. 

 
Brief silence 

 

That we may delight in the light of Christ and His salvation, and that sinners may find refuge in 

His mercy and comfort in His forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

That the Lord may bless all missionaries, that He may nurture newly planted congregations, and 

that He may renew those congregations in distress, that those from every nation and culture may 

be united with us in faith and life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the sick may be healed, the troubled know peace, the grieving be comforted and the dying be 

delivered to everlasting life in Christ, and especially for _____________; and that we may all be 

delivered from fear, anxiety and despair by God’s gracious care, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 
 

That we may commune in faith, that no unrepentant sin may hinder our reception of Christ’s body 

and blood, and that the fruits of this supper may be reflected in a manner of life in keeping with 

who we are as God’s children by Baptism and faith, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may honor the Lord with praise and thanksgiving and bring to the Lord the tithes and 

offerings of a grateful people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may not forget the witness of the faithful who lived and died in Christ, and that we may 

at last be joined with them in the marriage supper of the Lamb in His Kingdom without end, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Hear the prayers of Your people, O Lord, and grant to us all things good and wholesome and keep 

from us all things harmful. Give us contentment, that trusting in Your mercy we may delight in 

Your saving will where the last are made first by Your generosity and grace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 490 - Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 
PRAYER AND BLESSING 
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M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 
M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  318 – Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 

 

 


